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Why value soil biodiversity?

The diversity in soils is several orders of magnitude higher than that above-ground but

Protecting the Nation’s Soils

it is also the last mysterious frontier for terrestrial biodiversity. For many centuries,
humans have relied directly on soil biodiversity to provide food (e.g. mushrooms, roots)
and medicinal products (e.g. antibiotics) but we also rely upon this diversity for less
obvious, but no less important, requirements.VVe are especially reliant upon the interactions
of soil biodiversity with soil chemical and physical properties to maintain the functioning
of our ecosystems, whether they be agricultural or native habitats.

Our tasks for Scotland

® Develop appropriate tools to identify our soil microfauna

and flora and their specific roles in ecosystem function
® Develop practical recommendations on how to protect
and enhance soil biodiversity in Scotland

Our approach

We are taking a holistic approach by looking at soil biological,
chemical and physical properties in both laboratory and field
experiments. Our team is working intensively at a range of
experimental sites across Scotland (arable site at SCRI pictured)
to explore the function of soil biodiversity in agricultural and
non-agricultural soils of Scotland.
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